[image: image1.wmf]

TOWN OF OLD SAYBROOK


Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission



302 Main Street ( Old Saybrook, Connecticut 06475-1741


Telephone (860) 395-3131 ( FAX (860) 395-3125

 MINUTES


REGULAR MEETING


THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2003 at 7:30 p.m.


PASBESHAUKE PAVILION at SAYBROOK POINT PARK


155 COLLEGE STREET EXTENSION
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I. CALL TO ORDER
Acting Chairman, Bob McIntyre, calls the regular meeting to order at 7:38pm at Pasbeshauke Pavilion, Saybrook Point.

II. ROLL CALL

Attendant Members



Absent Members

Frank Jones, Chairman, at 7:45

Frank Reichart, Regular Member

Paul Smith, Regular Member


Bill Pollock, Alternate Member

Judy Preston, Regular Member

Madge Fish, Regular Member

Bob McIntyre, Regular Member

Kevin Zawoy, Alternate Member

Attendant Staff

Christina Costa, Inland Wetlands Enforcement Officer

Carrie Levesque, Commission Clerk

Michael Ott, Consulting Engineer

Mark Branse, Council for the Commission

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS

A.
03-006

Ken and Cynthia Morin

Application to construct residential dwelling and driveway


267 Schoolhouse Road (Map 50, Lot 8)


Accepted: 3/20/03. PH Open: 4/17/03, PH Close by:  5/31/03, 

Decision by: 7/28/03
Commission members discuss issues regarding vernal pools. They state that the Soils Scientist for the Commission, Penny Sharp, has not yet been able to go to the site to check on the status of vernal pools.

Attorney Greg Ellis is present to represent the Morins. Mr. Ellis states that David Lord (Soil Scientist for the Morins) is present and ready to discuss with the Commission his findings on the property at 267 Schoolhouse Road.

Mr. Lord speaks before the Commission and states that he has been to the Morins property 3 times since the commission’s last meeting on April 15, 2003, and has found spotted salamander eggs 60-70 feet West of the center portion of the proposed driveway crossing of the wetlands. Mr. Lord shows the Commission pictures of the salamander egg masses and the wetlands. Mr. Lord states to the commission that the last time he had walked the property was on May 2, 2003. He states that as of that date there had not been a warm rainy night that generally begins the breeding season. 

Commission member Kevin Zawoy asks if there will be more breeding to take place since there has been a warm rainy night since May 2, 2003. Mr. Lord states that he doesn’t think there will be, as it is not a “general” vernal pool area. Mr. Lord states that the depth of water, amount of algae, and skunk cabbage lead him to believe that this is not a “general” vernal pool area.

Commission member Paul Smith asks Mr. Lord if any other alternatives have been considere that would have less impact on the wetlands than the currently proposed driveway will. Mr. Smith  asks whether bridging the wetlands was considered. Mr. Lord states that he does not think that building a bridge would have less of an impact, as vegetation would still be removed and there would be shading from the bridge.

Commission members discuss the containment of the driveway. Mr. Lord states that the sediment filter fence will act as containment. Mr. Lord also states that there is approximately a 12-inch thick layer of organic materials, so there will be no need for extensive construction.

Commission members discuss their concerns regarding water pumping. Mr. Lord states that he believes the late summer climate will eliminate the need for pumping. He also states that if there were a need for compensatory wetland replacement, the area past flag #10 could be utilized for that purpose.

Mr. Ellis asks the Commission if they still feel the need to have the Commission’s Soil Scientist go to the site. The Commission would still like Penny Sharp to go to the property. Mr. Lord states that he wold like to attend with  Ms. Sharp, and would also like to discuss compensatory mitigation with her.

The Morins submit a letter  requesting a time extension.

MOTION to continue 03-006 until the next meeting on June 19, 2003.

MOVED by Frank Jones

SECONDED by Judy Preston

APPROVED 6-0-0
IV. OLD BUSINESS

A. 02-009

Otter Cove Association, Inc.


Application to dredge ponds.


Otter Cove Drive, Hill Road & Watrous Point Road


(Pond Surrounded by Map 63, Lots 44,45, 46 & 47 and Map 64, Lots 4, 6 & 7)


Accepted: 2/20/03, Decision by:  6/30/03

Mrs. Wiley is present to represent the Otter Cove Association. Mrs. Wiley and the Commission discuss the recommendations made by Rich Snarski. Mrs. Wiley states that the Association agrees to follow Mr. Snarski’s recommendations, but asks the Commission if the Association must do the 4 to 6” of top soil that is recommended. The Commission tells Mrs. Wiley that, yes, the Association must (use 4”) place the amounts of top soil as  recommended in Mr. Snarski’s letter report, which is in the best interest of the property.  

The Commission requested that the Wetlands Enforcement Officer, Chris Costa, coordinate with Rich Snarski to have him prepare a plan that shows the locations and extent of soil and planting areas recommended in his report. 

Mrs. Wiley submits a written request for a time extension.


The Commission members explain to Mrs. Wiley that the  Association’s request regarding the removal of guard rails for the installation of boulders needs to go through the Department of Public Works.


MOTION to table 02-009 until the next meeting on June 19, 2003.


MOVED by Frank Jones

SECONDED by Madge Fish


APPROVED 6-0-0
B.
03-005

175 Ferry Road, LLC.  - Eden Harbor 


Application to construct 32 Unit Planned Residential Development.


175 Ferry Road (Map 45, Lot 15)  


Accepted: 3/20/03, Decision by: 5/21/03

Darren Overton is present to represent Eden Harbor. Mr. Overton states that he met with the DEP regarding the leaching field and storm drainage. Mr. Overton gives new plans dated 5/14/03 to Commission members. Mr. Overton states that he was able to achieve a  greater setback distance from the wetlands to the proposed buildings. He is also able to achieve a greater setback distance from the wetlands to the waste treatment facility by  relocating the turn around area and also eliminating the  control building. Mr. Overton also states that he has added plantings and a restoration mix to plans outside the existing tree lines.

MOTION to approve 03-005 based on public testimony and revised plans of 5/14/03.

MOVED by Paul Smith


SECONDED by Madge Fish

APPROVED 6-0-0

C.
03-007

River’s End Subdivision


Application for eight lot subdivision within 100 feet of inland wetlands.


South of Ragged Rock Road and East of James Court (Map 53, Lot 40)


Accepted: 4/17/03, Decision by: 6/20/03

Lee Rowley is present to represent the applicant. Mr. Rowley states that the proposed plans for the leaching system are within 100’ of the wetlands, He states to the Commission that the system could be placed uphill but that it would require a pump which is very unreliable.

Paul Smith asks Mr. Rowley why the dwelling unit on Lot #2 is placed where it is, thus causing the leaching field to be placed in the inland wetlands buffer. Mr. Rowley states that the purpose of the position of the house is the value of the view of the river. Mr. Smith states to Mr. Rowley that the unit could be moved North and still achieve the same view. Mr. Rowley states that the location of the proposed unit is the best as it would have the least impact. Moving North, he states, would require leveling the hill and causing disturbance.

Mr. Smith asks Mr. Rowley if there is any flagging that would assist the Commission members if they were to do a site walk. Mr. Rowley says that the wetland boundary is flagged. The Commission members agree that a site walk needs to take place. A site walk will take place on May 29, 2003 at 5:00pm. This matter is automatically continued to the next Commission meeting on June 19, 2003.
 Kevin Zawoy leaves the meeting at 9:50pm

V. NEW BUSINESS

A. 03-008

Bessoni Subdivision

Application for two lot subdivision

Ingham Hill Road, (Map 55, Lot 1-1), 9.9 acres

Accept: 5/15/03, Decision by: 7/17/03

Bob Doane is present to represent Mr. Bessoni. Mr. Doane states that Rich Snarski reported vernal pool activity on the property, and that (the) a portion of grading of the driveway is within 100’ setback. The activity to take place would be modifying the existing driveway for 2 new houses.

Paul Smith asks Mr. Doane why the driveway can’t be moved. Mr. Doane states that moving the driveway would require a significant amount of blasting. Mr. Doane also states that the driveway will be paved and will contain clean material.

MOTION to accept application 03-008.

MOVED by Madge Fish

SECONDED by Paul Smith

APPROVED 5-0-0

B. 03-009

Sentinel Subdivision

Application for 10 lot subdivision within 100 feet of inland wetlands.

29 Mill Rock Road West (Map 52 Lot 2)

Tom Stevens is present to represent the applicant. Mr. Stevens hands out plans dated 5/14/03 and engineering report dated 5/15/03 to the Commission.

MOTION to accept the application and return the check for application, as fees have been waived.

MOVED by Madge Fish

SECONDED by Paul Smith

APPROVED 5-0-0

MOTION to deem 03-009 as a significant activity and hold a public hearing on June 19, 2003.

MOVED by Judy Preston

SECONDED by Madge Fish

APPROVED 5-0-0

C.
01-011

Ragged Rock Industrial Park


Request for two-year extension of permit #01-011.


Ragged Rock Road (Map 53, Lot 41)


Commission members agreed that this was administrative. Commission clerk will file 2 year extension.
VI. STAFF REPORTS- None

VII. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION to approve the minutes of April 15, 2003

MOVED by Judy Preston

SECONDED by Paul Smith

APPROVED 5-0-0



VIII. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS- None

IX. CORRESPONDENCE- None

X. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 10:45pm until the next regular meeting on June 19, 2003

MOVED by Frank Jones

SECONDED by Paul Smith

APPROVED 5-0-0

Respectfully Submitted,

Carrie Levesque

Commission Clerk
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Next Regular Meeting


Thursday, June 19, 2003 at 7:30p.m.


Pasbeshauke Pavilion


155 College Street Extension
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